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1.1 ‘Medieval’
boat to
sail from
Brittany to
Scotland
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A GROUP of history enthusiasts are to sail a boat built in the style of the Middle Ages from
Brittany to Scotland in honour of their shared Celtic heritage.

The boat, named Brioc, is made from wood and leather with linen sails, and its sailors will
be dressed in wool, linen and leather. They will aim to recreate the conditions of a
10th-century voyage, including cooking on an open fire lit using flint.

The association, Gward an aod, hopes to make the journey next summer. “Medieval
navigation is all about waiting for the right moment to set off. We have no motor, just oars
and sails, so we mustn’t take any risks,” said Ingwenog Jaouen, the boat’s captain.

They plan to make several stops and participate in demonstrations and re-enactments.
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We'll resist cut in motorway
speed limit, say car activists

A LEADING drivers group has
warned it will resist any attempt
to lower the motorway speed
limit from 130km/h to 110km/h.

The debate has resurfaced after
renowned climatologist Jean
Jouzel called on the government
to implement the measure
which was initially proposed by
the Citizens Convention for

possible, it would only happen
in extreme cases.

Licences are suspended for
o driving 40km/h over the limit,
{ = butitisalso a risk from 30km/h
S over the limit if you decide to
& contest the initial fine.

2 It was recently revealed that a
$ record 5,600 speed cameras will
® be in place in France by the end

: Shutterstock

Climate in 2019-20.

It was rejected at that time as
it was seen as too unpopular
with the government wanting
to avoid a repeat of the unrest
caused by lowering the depart-
mental road limit from 90km/h
to 80km/h in 2018.

The then-transport minister
Elisabeth Borne - now prime
minister — said she was “per-
sonally” in favour of a motor-
way speed reduction but that it
would need public support.

The Ligue de Défense des
Conducteurs has launched a
petition rejecting any future
lowering of the speed limit,
which has gathered more than
273,000 signatures.

“We want to show that we are
watching and will not let such a
measure pass, the association’s
spokesperson Alexandra
Legendre told The Connexion.

The government’s new energy-

saving plan calls on public sector
workers not to go over 110km/h
when making work-related
trips. It says this will reduce fuel
use by 20%.

Ms Legendre said: “We don’t
need the government to tell us
if you drive less fast you will
make savings. The treatment of
drivers is based on infantilis-
ation and punishment?”

In terms of safety, she believes
lowering the speed limit would
be counterproductive.

“The motorway network is by
far the safest in France.

“People will wonder why they
should pay the tolls if they can-
not drive at 130km/h, so they
will end up taking more danger-
ous secondary roads”

In its petition, the association
also warned that drivers could
have their licences suspended
for driving at 140km/h if the
limit is lowered. While this is

of next year, although only
4,600 will be in operation.

This includes speed camera
cars which are designed to
blend into the traffic and are
increasingly being delegated to
private operators.

More than half (58%) of
speeding fines are issued to
people less than 5km/h over the
authorised limit, which includes
a margin of error.

Ms Legendre believes this is
an injustice. “We need to stop
associating safety with just
speed. We are also in favour of
strengthening punishments for
drink-driving, for example”

An Ipsos survey, ordered by
the Agir pour 'Environnement
association and published this
summer, found that 63% of
French people would be pre-
pared to reduce their speed by
20km/h on the motorway to
save money on fuel.
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